War II. From those experiences he had developed an iron will, extraordinary toughness of mind and spirit, and fierce integrity.
As a result, McNamara felt he was the best. 3 Nearly thirty years later Colin Powell knew there was nothing scientific about the senior officer selection process. He had been at meetings in the Secretary's office or the White House when someone would mention a single fact about a candidate for a top job-perhaps his status as a "good guy," or that he had the backing of someone important-and it would transfix the group as it sailed across the He told a friend soon after taking on the new assignment "I felt that I walked in here as an honest man and I am going to endeavor to go out the same way."
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In the next four years his moral character and integrity would be challenged as never before.
In The study was conducted by a
•talented and diverse group of officers with superb credentials and experience.
When the study was briefed at the Pentagon the JCS were fascinated with it but they were more concerned with limitations on the larger war-bombing restrictions, prohibition of attacks on enemy sanctuaries and mining of enemy harbors, restrictive rules of engagement-than they were with war inside South ■ Vietnam. General Wheeler was clearly more interested in those matters than he was in pacification. Wheeler met with the rest of the JSC and said he believed they should resign "en masse" during a press conference to be held the next morning. They had talk about resigning before but now they were serious. This unofficial meeting lasted from late in the afternoon into the very late evening. General Johnson was the most outspoken.proponent of resignation, saying that the military was being blamed for a conflict over which it had little control. The discussion went on for three hours before agreement was reached. 32 The next morning Wheeler had a change of heart. He had spent a sleepless night over his sense of loyalty and his military oath. He had pushed the other chiefs to resign now he had to convince them that it was the wrong thing to do. Wheeler told
Johnson felt strongly arguing that the they should resign because it was apparent to him that "no one was really paying any attention" to their recommendations. "If we're going to go to war, then we had better be honest with the American people," 34 Wheeler added that "all our lives we've been told to obey orders, we've been schooled in it. We've been told to give our lives for our country. Now, we're going to throw all that away." He pleaded with Johnson to "give it some time." "You never know, maybe we can pull it out." 
